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amended form. Those claims which are amended are herein marked 
(Amended), those claims which are unchanged are herein marked 
(Unchanged). 



1. (Thrice Amended^ A computerized telephony bridge unit, comprising: 

a trunk-line pok and associated circuitry for receiving and placing 
Connection Oriented/SwHched Telephony (COST) telephone calls on a 
COST network; 

a data network port ancKassociated circuitry for receiving and 
placing Data Network Telephony^DNT) calls on a data network; and 

conversion circuitry for converting data representing calls 
dynamically between DNT and COST telephone calls; 

wherein control routines functioning as part of the bridge unit 
receive a first call from one of the COST anaJ)NT networks, place a call 
associated with the received call on the networkother than the network on 
which the call is received, and dynamically convert data between the 
associated calls, and the dynamic conversion of dataViables two people to 
engage in a live conversation even though one person isvpn a data network 
and the other is on a C OST network. 


2. (Unchanged) The bridge unitW claim 1 wherein the data network is the 
Internet, and the DNT calls are Internet Protocol Network Telephony 
(IPNT) calls. \ 

3. (Unchanged) The bridge unit of craim 1 further comprising a digitally- 
stored look-up table relating COST telephone numbers to IP addresses, and 
wherein the control routines are adapted\o retrieve specific data from an 
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incoming call, either COST or DNT, and to use the retrieved data to access 
the look-up table to determine an associated COST telephone number or IP 
address, and to use the associated COST telephone number or IP address to 
place a call associated with the incoming call. 




4. (Unchanged) The bridge unit of claim 3 wherein the specific data from 
the incoming call is coded in a portion o^an IP address associated with the 
incoming rail 


5. (Twice Amended) The bndge unit of claim 1 wherein the control 
routines receive a DNT call firona a caller, and negotiate with the caller to 
ascertain a COST telephone numbb( to use to place a COST call associated 
with the incoming DNT call. 


6. (Unchanged) The bridge unit of claim 5 wherein the bridge unit further 
comprises an Interactive Voice Response (IVR) unit, and wherein the IVR 
unit negotiates with the caller to ascertain a COST telephone number for a 
call to be associated with the incoming DNT call. 



7. (Once Amendfe^H A method for converting telephony calls between 
Connection OrientectfSwitched Telephony (COST) calls and Data Network 
Telephony (DNT) calls, comprising steps of: 

(a) connecting a COSlNrunk line to a trunk-line port and associated 
circuitry for receiving and placing^dicated Connection Telephony 
(COST) telephone calls on a COST network, the trunk line port and 
associated circuitry in a computerized telqshony bridge unit; 

(b) connecting a data network line to aS^ata network port and 
associated circuitry for receiving and placing Dat^Network Telephony 
(DNT) calls on a data network, the data network port and associated 
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circuitry also in tfife^jomputerized telephony bridge unit; 

(c) receiving a jEk^t call from one of the COST network and the data 
network; 

(d) placing a second cairassociated with the first call on the network 
other than the network on which the'first call is received; and 

(e) dynamically converting data between the two associated calls, 
thereby providing a continuing and dynamicS^lephony connection, enabling 
live conversation between a user on a COST telephone connected to the 
COST network and a user on a DNT terminal connoted to the DNT 
ne 

8. (Unchanged) TheVnethod of claim 7, wherein, in step (e) dynamic 
conversion is between a COST telephone network and the Internet. 


9. (Unchanged) The metnod of claim 7 further comprising steps for 
retrieving specific data from an incoming call on one network, using the 
retrieved data to access a digitally-stored lookup table and to retrieve from 
the table a COST telephone number or an IP address on the network other 
than the network upon which the incoming call was received, and placing a 
call using the retrieved telephoneWmber or IP address, the placed call to be 
associated with the incoming call. 


10. (Unchanged) The method of claim>9 wherein, in the step for retrieving 
specific data the data is retrieved from abortion of an IP address of the 
incoming call. 


11. (Unchanged) The method of claim 7 further comprising a step for 
receiving a DNT call from a caller, and negotiatmg with the caller to 
ascertain a COST telephone number for placing a call to be associated with 
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the incoming DNTVall. 

12. (Unchanged) The method of claim 1 1 wherein negotiation with the 
caller is conducted by 2m Interactive Voice Response unit in the 
computerized telephony bridge unit. 



13>(Qnce Amended) A computerized telephony bridge unit, comprising: 

first port and associated circuitry for receiving and placing calls on 
a first netwoH^ including circuitry for generating data according to a 
protocol compatible with the first network; 

a second port and associated circuitry for receiving and placing calls 
on a second network, including circuitry for generating data according to a 
protocol compatible with the^econd network; and 

conversion circuitry for cbnverting data dynamically between the 
first network protocol and the seconcr^etwork protocol; 

wherein control routines function^ as part of the bridge unit 
receive a first call from either the first or the second network, place a call 
associated with the received call on the network ott^er than the network on 
which the call is received, and dynamically convert cm<i between the 
associated calls, and the dynamic conversion of data enables two people to 
engage in a live conversation even though one person is on a ctata network 
•flttthtb c othe r is on a COST netw or k. ■ ~~ 


14. (Unchanged) The bridge umit of claim 13 wherein first network protocol 
is that of a connection-orientedfewitched telephony (COST) network, and 
the second network protocol is mat of a data network telephony (DNT) 
network in which computer-simulated calls may be processed. 


15. (Unchanged) The bridge unit pf claim 14 wherein the first network is a 
publicly switched telephony netwprk (PSTN) and the second network is the 
Internet. 


16. (Unchanged) The bridge unit of claim 13 wherein first network protocol 
is that of a first DNT network, and tne second network protocol is that of a 
second DNT network, wherein the t\\o DNT networks have incompatible 
data protocols. 

17. (Unchanged) The bridge unit of claim 13 wherein first network protocol is 
that of a first connection-oriented telephony network, and the second network 
protocol is that of a second connection-oriented telephony network, wherein 
the two connection-oriented networks have\incompatible data protocols. 


